IN  GENERAL.

bodies which they considered as simple are compounds ;
while several of their compounds are now placed among
simple bodies, because the belief in the existence of
phlogiston, which they considered as a component part
of these bodies, is now given up.

As the term simple substance in chemistry means no-
thing more than a body whose component parts are un-
known, it cannot be doubted that, as the science advan-
ces towards perfection, many of those bodies which we
consider at present as simple will be decomposed; and
most probably a new set of simple bodies will come in-
to view, of which we are at present ignorant.    These
may be  decomposed in their turn, and new simple bo-
dies discovered ; till at last, when the  science reaches
the highest point of perfection, those really simple and
elementary bodies will come into view, of which all sub-
stances are ultimately composed.    When this happens
(if it be not above the reach of the human intellect), the
number of simple  substances will probably be much
smaller than at present.    Indeed, it Has been the.opi-
nion of many distinguished philosophers in all ages,
that there is only one kind of matter ; and that the dif-
ference which we perceive between bodies depends up-
on varieties in the figure, size, and density of the pri-
mary atoms when grouped together.    This opinion was
adopted by Newton ; and Boscovich has built upon it an
exceedingly ingenious and instructive theory.    But the
full demonstration of this theory is perhaps beyond the
utmost stretch of human sagacity.
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